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THE YEAR IN REVIEW 
    As we begin the New Year here in our small rural county, there seems to be no decline in the budget woes and foreclosures. A re-hash of last year’s “revelations” may be pointless but here goes anyhow.
· The Gilpin Recreation/Community Center (Rec Center) underwent its annual sprucing up and maintenance, then re-opened minus the Director who had been in charge since it original opening. Such matters out of necessity are handled with great diplomacy, and explained away with only minimal if any solid reasons given. The former director was hired when the Rec Center came into existence despite only having prior experience managing an aquatics facility – no prior experience of managing a multi-purpose facility such as the Gilpin Recreation/Community Center. (The departure of the director took place before the December salary overpayment disclosure, thus the incredibly generous overpayment of salary is gone with the wind. See below for more details.) 

· The Transit system was finally recognized as being unaffordable and was discontinued on December 15th. As costs rose and far exceeded beginning estimates, the projected 2012 $350,000.00 costs could no longer be justified or afforded. The sad irony is that the Commissioners pushed the transit idea through relying for most of the funding on federal grants which cannot ever be considered permanent sources of funding, and always have restrictions on exactly what the funding can be used for. 

  Back in the days when the Commissioners began the push for a transit system, they refused to start out with a much less grand, less costly system which would have provided an opportunity to assess all aspects of a system in this rural mountain setting. 

  Various transportation-related ventures/shuttles by the private sector have come and gone. Need the “gone” part be emphasized! (Gone because they cannot operate profitably.) As the county learned by experience, anything transportation related is expensive in this day and age. 

 Perhaps the school kids were the most impacted by the demise of the transit system. Various options are being looked at by county government so this issue is a “stay tuned for further developments.” 

· December brought the astounding revelation as chronicled in the newspaper of record (the Weekly Register-Call) that a recent salary survey “uncovered”  a flaw in the prior salary survey conducted several years ago.  Certain employees had been overpaid and some underpaid. The result, salaries of overpaid employees are to be reduced by 25 percent over the next four years. Of course, the overpayment to the department rec center director is as previously stated, gone with the wind and cannot be recouped.  

· And finally, we come to the extortion tactics of Black Hawk and its Mayor, David Spellman. As most residents of Gilpin County are aware, the City of Black passed its “Educational Enhancement Tax,” a 1.5 percent dedicated sales tax paid directly to the school. Distribution began in January of 2009, and now totals $1,624,258.00 – all funds are restricted to “directly benefit students in the class rooms of Gilpin RE-1;” funds cannot be used for administration. 

During an appearance by Mayor Spellman at a recent school board meeting, the Board (and all present) were “admonished” about the consequences of a possible change in the formula and allocation for distribution of historic preservation funds. (Readers are referred to the December 8, 2011 edition of the WRC for details of this proposal.) 

   Probably no where in America could the threat spoken by Mayor Spellman take place without the speaker being criminally charged with extortion and/or blackmail. Spellman “reminded” all present at the meeting of the ballot measure: It would terminate immediately if “A constitutional amendment or other mechanism applicable to the city is adopted that amends the constitutional allocation of gaming funds to the city received pursuant to Article XVIII Section 9 (B) and results in a decrease in the funds allocated to the city as a result of limited gaming.” 
   Spellman reiterated that termination of the Educational Enhancement Tax revenue stream would be automatic should there be a re-allocation of historic preservation funds. 

   Big bucks are at stake. Black Hawk’s share of 2010-11 fiscal year historic preservation funds was $3,557,150.00
     Remember, extort means to “obtain by force, threat or persistent demands.” The appropriate meaning of “black mail” is the use of threats or moral pressure; to threaten or coerce. In this day of cuts to school funding, the pressure is great!
   Of course, the County is not so different when it comes to extortion tactics. Commissioners impose a policy implemented by the Community Development Department that extorts right-of-way from property owners applying for variances. It is extortion to demand for free what would otherwise have to be negotiated and paid for. 
   And so, we begin the New Year in rural Gilpin County.

Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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